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Worship Plan for Sunday, January 24, 2020 

Third Sunday after Epiphany, Year B 

Zion Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME   

+Welcome! On behalf of Zion, a special welcome to our guests, friends, 

neighbors, and family. Your presence enriches this community in so many 

ways. We are glad you are here; you are always very welcome at Zion. 

 

+For today’s worship, you need bread & wine and a candle.  During the 

prayers of the people, you will be invited to put any prayer requests in the 

chat box. 

 

+ This Sunday, as we continue through the time after Epiphany, we talk about 

callings. What does it mean to listen for God - and then to respond? From the 

story of a mightily reluctant Jonah to the callings of the first disciples, we 

explore what it means to recognize the voice of God in our lives. How do you 

hear God? How do we hear God together? 

  

 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND CENTERING 

You are invited to center yourself in this worship through a moment of prayer.  

 

• Breath prayer – breathe deeply, recognizing God’s own  

  breath in your breath, God’s presence within and beside you. 

 

       Or 

 

• Word Prayer – you are invited to quietly repeat a phrase from this 

morning’s Psalm: “For God alone, we wait in silence.” 

 

Please light your candle. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence for reflection 

 

C O God, you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, 

you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy. 

Amen. 

 

P How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG 

Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult, ELW 696 

 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, 

for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more 

clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day 

praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

A reading from Jonah. 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah 

set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 

an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the 

city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 

everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

  When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 

and he did not do it. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 62:5-12 

We speak responsively the words of Psalm 62 

For God alone I wait in silence; 

 truly, my hope is in God. 

 

God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

 my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

 

In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

 God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

 

Put your trust in God always, O people, 

 pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  

 

Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can not be 

trusted. Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
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Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

 though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 

God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

 that power belongs to God. 

 

Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

 for you repay all according to their deeds.  

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from First Corinthians 7:29-31 

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 

those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though 

they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 

and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the 

world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 

passing away. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.” 

  As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their 

nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 

and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he 

called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 

followed him. 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  

 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

INSTALLATION OF ADVISORY BOARD 

 

P: The following people have been elected by Zion Lutheran Church to 

positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In 

baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the 

mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in 

our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation. 

 

PS:  As President, I, Patsy Sakowitz, present our 2021 Advisory Board: Andrea 

Abat, Vice President; Kathy Froiland Deck, Secretary; Mike Patterson, 

Treasurer; Arnie Schroeder, Member-At-Large; David Kingery, Member-

At-Large; and Ken Fortner, Member-At-Large. 

 

P: A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same 

Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good. Zion Advisory Board, You have been elected to positions of 

leadership and trust in this congregation.  

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear 

witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church. 

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, 

learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is 

carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and 

in the whole world. 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who 

empowers you may be glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and 

mutual understanding in this congregation. 

On behalf of Zion, I ask you: Will you accept and faithfully carry out the 

duties of the offices to which you have been elected? 

(Pastor Mindy will ask each, who responds): I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

P: People of God: Will you support these, your leaders, and will you share in 

the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

C:  We will, and we ask God to help us. 
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P:  I now declare you installed as Advisory Board Members of Zion. 

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, 

that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P During this time of prayer, you are invited to put your prayer requests in the 

chat box – both joys and thanksgivings, and needs and intercessions. 

Responding together to Christ’s call, let us offer our prayers for all in need, 

responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “Our hope is in 

you.” 

 

A We pray for the church, especially our newly installed Advisory Board, that 

God’s Spirit empower Zion’s leadership with wisdom to follow Christ’s call. 

For you alone we wait in silence, 

C Our hope is in you. 

 

A We pray for all who hunger for a deeper faith life and all who seek 

community but struggle to find it. Bless the Zion book study, and turn us 

into a people of deep hospitality. For you alone we wait in silence, 

C Our hope is in you. 

 

A We pray for the nations, for our newly installed and appointed leaders, for 

racial concord in our cities, and for those who have been considered our 

enemies, that God lead the world into commonwealths of justice and peace. 

For you alone we wait in silence, 

C Our hope is in you. 

 

A We pray for relief from COVID-19, for the fearful, the sick, and the dying, 

for medical workers, for all who await the vaccine, for the unemployed and 

the quarantined, that God uphold the world’s people through this time of 

affliction. We give you thanks for vaccines, and we pray for equitable 

distribution. For you alone we wait in silence, 

C Our hope is in you. 

 

A We pray for all who are sick, distressed, or grieving, especially for Awald, 

Joyce, Kathy, Harold, Betty, Jan, Leslie, Mary, and Fred & Martha that God 

sustain and comfort those who suffer. For you alone we wait in silence, 

C Our hope is in you. 
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P We pray finally for ourselves and those nearest to us, that as we pour out our 

hearts to God, our faith in divine mercy be renewed. (Pause for prayers from 

chatbox) For you alone we wait in silence, 

C Our hope is in you. 

 

P Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake 

of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERING     

Zion is receiving offerings by the Tithely app or by mail: 

Zion Lutheran Church 

3606 Beauchamp 

Houston, TX 77009 

Benevolence will benefit Kindred. 

 

MEAL 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray. O God, 

C receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray, as Jesus taught us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 

 

You are invited to receive the bread and wine with the words “The body of Christ 

given for you” and “The blood of Christ shed for you” 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

P Now that you have tasted the goodness of God in bread and wine, let us be 

the body of Christ, blessed and broken for the whole world.   

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 

Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life 

and are strengthened for our journey. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

nourished in body and in spirit 

to proclaim your good news 

and serve others in your name. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

 

SENDING SONG 

In Thee Is Gladness, ELW 867 

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING 

P God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL & PEACE 

A Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God, (and WE WILL) 

A Please share the peace with one another.  

 


