
Worship Plan for Sunday, August 2, 2020  

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Zion Lutheran Church 

 

 

WELCOME   

+ Welcome! On behalf of Zion, a special welcome to our guests, friends, 

neighbors, and family. We are so pleased you are with us this season after 

Pentecost.  

  

+ If you are here by Zoom, all the materials you need will be on the screen. If by 

phone, check your email for a bulletin or just listen in.  

 

+ For today’s worship, you will need a candle, a pen & piece of paper, and bread & 

wine.  

 

+You are invited throughout the service to put prayer requests in the “chat box” on 

the side of the Zoom screen. 

 

Worship will begin at 11:05 am 

 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND CENTERING 

The following invitation comes from our sister church, Spirit Garage, in 

Minneapolis.  

 

You are invited to light your candle and then to take deep breaths to center 

yourself, to slow down, to find yourself in this moment in the loving presence of 

God. 

 

“Breathe in the breath of God; breathe that out into the world.” 

 

“Breathe in God’s grace; feel the whole community breathing with you as you 

exhale that out into the world.” 

 

“Breathe in God’s peace, and breathe that back into the world knowing it needs to 

come back with justice.” 

 

 

 



 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The following confession comes from our sister church, House for All Sinners and 

Saints, in Denver.  

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,  

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 But if we speak the truth of who we are, we are brought again to the 

 knowledge of how much God loves us.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.  

 

P God of Mercy,  

 

C We confess that we don’t have everything figured out.  

We confess that we are not holy like you are holy.  

 We confess that we try to not need you.   

 We confess that we try to not need each other.  

Forgive us for the ways in which we do not act like your beloved 

children and bring us again to resurrection 

 

P God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

 love - loves you as you are. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

 of Christ and by his authority I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

 your sins in the name of the Father, + and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OPENING HYMN

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly      ELW #461 

HOLY MANNA   

 

 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you 

cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that 

satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5 

A reading from Isaiah. 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; 

and you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 

3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

or the Lord has glorified you. 

 Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21 

 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

 9LORD, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your works. 

 

 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 

 

 16You open wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 

 17You are righteous in all your ways 

  and loving in all your works. 

 

 18You are near to all who call upon you, 

  to all who call up on you faithfully. 

 

 19You fulfill the desire of  those who fear you; 

  you hear their cry and save them. 

 

 20You watch over all those who love you, 

  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 

 

 21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 

  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  

 

 

SECOND READING Romans 9:1-5 

A reading from Romans.   
 

1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by 

the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I 

could wish that I myself were accursed and cut from Christ for the sake of my own 

people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong 



the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 

promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, 

comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, he withdrew 

from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, 

they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great 

crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was 

evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour 

is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy 

food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 

fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit 

down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, 

and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 

gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was 

left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about 

five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON  

 

 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; 

     he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Confident of God’s care and upheld by the Spirit, let us pray for all who are 

in need, responding to the words “Lord, you are good to all” with the phrase, 

“hear our cry and save us.” 

 

A O God, Giver of bread, as you fed the multitudes, teach us how to set your 

table of abundance right here in the Heights. Help us to see your unexpected 

generosity through eyes of faith. Move us to compassion as we encounter the 

hungers in our neighbors.  

Lord, you are good to all: 

C hear our cry and save us. 

 

A O God, Giver of bread, as you tended to the crowd, awaken in us our own 

spiritual hunger. Turn our hearts toward deeper prayer, regular study, 



sustained generosity, and openness to your continual transformation through 

discipleship.  

Lord, you are good to all: 

C hear our cry and save us. 

 

A O God, Giver of bread, as you created sustenance out of simple fish and 

loaves, teach us how to feed the hungry: the families who cannot afford 

groceries, the homeless on our streets, the children starving in war zones, the 

clients and friends at the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry. Stir us to 

generosity and to creative solutions to hunger.  

Lord, you are good to all: 

C hear our cry and save us. 

 

A O God, Giver of bread, as the kingdom of heaven shows us a new way to 

wield power, form the leaders of nations to hunger for justice. Shape them 

with your compassion. Bring an end to racism in our society. Teach our 

elected officials how to govern with integrity. 

 Lord, you are good to all: 

C hear our cry and save us. 

 

A O God, Giver of bread, as you were moved with compassion to heal the sick, 

visit all who face the coronovirus, especially those who are incarcerated. 

Give us, O Lord of life, a vaccine. Assist all who face eviction from their 

residence. Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body or spirit, 

especially those whom we name here: and all we name before you, aloud or 

in our hearts (pause). Open our hearts to your children who suffer in any 

way, and show us how to serve them. 

 Lord, you are good to all: 

C hear our cry and save us. 

 

 We pray now for the prayers in our Zoom chat box.  

 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer 

these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

 

OFFERING     

Zion is receiving offerings by the Tithely app or by mail: 

Zion Lutheran Church 

3606 Beauchamp 



Houston, TX 77009 

 

Benevolence for July will benefit Lutherhill Ministries. 

 

   

MEAL 

Please gather bread/crackers and wine/juice for Communion 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  

C God of goodness and growth, 

all creation is yours, 

and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Water and word, wine and bread: 

these are signs of your abundant grace. 

Nourish us through these gifts, 

that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray, as Jesus taught us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 



  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Friends of Jesus, the table of joy is set before you. 

Receive nourishment for your journey. 

 

You are invited to receive the bread and wine with the words “The body of Christ 

given for you” and “The blood of Christ shed for you” 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

P Now that you have tasted the goodness of God in bread and wine, let us be 

the body of Christ, blessed and broken for the whole world.  

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

 

SENDING SONG 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness    ELW #843 



NETTLETON 

 

  
 

 

 

LISTENING TO OUR NEIGHBORS: HUNGERS, HOPES, AND DREAMS 

Interview series with Zion’s neighbors 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Nora, this is the final PPT slide) 

 

 

BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 



nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL & PEACE 

A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God, (and WE WILL) 

A Please share the peace with one another.  

 
 


